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A golf course in Germany where a variety of wild flowers bloom each season. (Bavarian State)
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’ Golf Courses with native flowering plants attract wildlife

and insects.

00 years ago, in Japan

contained ten percent of
grasslands. Unfortunately, only 1%
of the grassland still exists. Due to
the loss of our grasslands, many
species of plants and animals are
now facing the risk of extinction.
Efforts are underway to restore
these habitats on golf courses
where portions of this landscape
are being converted and
maintained as wild grasslands.

he Bavarian State Government

in Germany has adopted a
program called "Flowering Pact”
designed to increase native wild
flowering grasses' to promote
biodiversity especially native
insect species. Various stake
holders including citizens, local
municipalities, golf courses and
other businesses are participating
in the program. The participating
golf courses are supposed to keep
at least 30% of their open spaces
as native grass lands by limiting
grass cutting activities to less than
three times a year, and leaving
portions of flowering grassland
areas to benefit native insect
populations. Of the approximately
200 golf courses in Bavaria, 62
golf courses are participating in
this project.

Among them is the Golf-Club
Herzogenaurach that received
an award called "Flowering Golf
Course” that spreads native wild
grass seeds outside of the play
areas, cuts grass only once a
year to avoid wild birds nesting
season and leaves some areas
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without cutting at all. There are
wetlands with aquatic plants and
rough stone masonries that can
be biotopes. Insect hotels, and
nest boxes for birds and bats can
be found various places in the
golf course. The management also
organizes an event for children to
set up nest boxes for wild birds
with expert explanation with QR
Code. The management has been
actively promoting the project.

In Japan, there are a few golf
courses that have implemented
programs that leave wild grass
areas outside of the play areas
without cutting, or set aside
protected areas for wildlife.
But these golf courses are the
exception and not the rule.
However, in March of this year,
Ecosystem Conservation Society-
Japan created a program to
certify golf courses that restore
good quality wild grass areas to
protect wildlife. We are hoping
that this system will stimulate
many golf courses to apply for
this certification and contribute to
wildlife biodiversity.

he total area of golf courses

in Japan equals 0.6 percent of
the national land area while the
remaining grasslands occupy one
percent of the total Japanese land
area. As Japan aims to achieve
"Nature Positive" by 2030, golf
courses are expected to contribute
to this goal by providing good
quality wild grasslands.
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In Japan, the utilization of grasses has been
drastically reduced as the economy changed.
The remaining grasslands occupy only 1% of the
Japanese land.

Golf courses can be used as "new grasslands”.

The Bavarian State Government in Germany has
adopted a program called "Flowering Pact” that
encourages the restoration of wild grasslands to
support native insect species.

The golf courses that participate in the Flowering
Pact use a variety of methods to help insects.
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There are a few golf courses in Japan that leave

grass areas outside the play areas uncut, but they
are still rare exceptions.

VEGETABLE
©IL INK

o T AT RS AR ENRE ST



